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P. WIGGEN :

BANJO ATTACHMENT FOR PIANOS
Filed Feb. 17, 1923
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as will be hereinafter '1
and specifically elaims

The primary object
provide an attachmen

DO ‘uop between

effect thn tha
other words, to provide meAns W
natural or normal tone of

can be read Lly changed to f‘*at
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0“-’ the invention is to m
¢ the attachment il ‘1t sai

constitct

parts may be 1‘035’in interposed between the
stri 1 hammers of the piano withont
la { zome of them L‘n‘“o prevented by
the hs suming thelr proper operative
pOSlthnS.
Other object 1oady fmaaoes of the in-
the fol-
which

£ the -

elevation

3 nand a

‘the he piano, show-

1“9 my n*p‘i v fe’a vttachment in its raised or
incpers-lm position and illustrating the
paits of the action in their normal positions

or at rest.
Hig. 2 is g view of similar parts bu
shcwn“g the attachment in its operative po-

sition.
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Fig. 8 is an enlarged view of a portion of

piaqo action and a p'v\, of ome of the
strings of a piano 511 ng the attachment in
its operative positic 5111 il stmtmg the
hammer of the action 11 the poqmo 1 1't will
assume with respect to a part of the attach-
ment when the banjo effect on the string is
produced, and Fig. 4 is an e nlarged side view

of a fragment of “the attachment.

rF‘he reference numera 1 5 desig: 1ate a por-
+1o11 ofa Qtruw of a piano, and 6 the hammer
of the acmon between which s’crmg and ham-
mer ong of the elements of the aftachment is

ENT FOR

> upper poL monq
tnuchmcnt

"'ood or omer

is secvrcd

‘Blocks 9 each has its
ﬂ acent the hammer by whic
Iz, dows nmvdlv inclined toward
, "“'le its opposite mff‘ce iz
ormally occupies a position
string with “which it is in-
1Jeimc in producing a banjo
S0 ‘ma or tone produced by said
1 ¥ 121l 7 of the sttachment
:unwﬂ between the strings
d the hammers of the actions,
hammers asg is clearly shown
3 ?'Pl usive of the drawing.
dwoiﬂd to be elevated b”
anism, for instance, such
sods 18, each of which
at its upper end to the
operated by such lever
he found convenient. By
T mcchwmsm, not uhox
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15 svuad'f moun t
the side walls of the p
The blocks or enla:geme.ﬁs 9 on thn lower
portions of the pendants 8 ave of sufficient
thickness that w ‘1 n they are lowered info
the paths of the h( min is clgaﬂy
shown in Figs. 2@ and 38 , they
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will block or prevent the movem m: of the
hammers near enough the strings 5 to cause

the foot 11 of the ]ack 12 of the action strik-

ing the head 13 of the adjustable stop mem-
ber 14 {for the said foot, uhe eby preventing
the upper end of the jack being released
the hammer-butt 15 as cccurs when the
elevated or in its inoperative
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position, or when the piano is played in the
or dmfu‘y manner, for it is well known that
as soon as the hammers strike the strings 5
in Um ordinary manner of playing tue in-
iuunom. the feet 11 of the jacks 12 at the
msf ant s twkc the heads 13 of tne %*()D
s 14 and thus allows the hammers to
ins mml} rebound and when the keys are re-
leased, rest against the hammer rest rail 16
of the action as shown in Figs. 1 and 2 of
awhw
No w by using the enlargements 9 on the
pendants § of sufficient thickness when said
en_,lrgemeﬂt's are interposed between the
strings 5 and hammers 6, that they will pre-
vent, when suuc; by the hammers, the feet
11 o[ the jacks 12 contacting with the heads
15 of the “stop membﬂr‘; 14 for said feet, it
manifest that the upper end of the jack
will be held in contact with the hammer-
butt eud not instantly released thﬂrefrom. a
in the f)rmnar) playing of the instrument.
y tapering the blocks or enlargements 9
towheds their lower ends, or rather by pro-
viding said enlargements with their surface
adjacent the hammers inclined downwflrcdv
a dfl ioxmrds the strings 5 and with their
irinces adjacent the strings in a parallel
plane me S‘lld strings, it 1s manifest that
he lower ends of the enlargements being of
59 uuckmss than their upper ends, will
nore readily be interposed between the ham-
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mevs and the strings when the supporting
Lbar 7 of the attftchment 1s lowered for this
puarpose. It ig further obvious that as the
suriaces of the enlargements 9 adjacent the

N3
ings ave arranged in parallelism with said
‘ings, that a considerable area of each en-
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L gement will be provided to contact with
the strings and thus effectually prevent
x'bl ion of the strings and thereby pro-

duce a banjo effect, while the enla wrgements
are held against rl‘e strings by the hamn‘ers
of the action.
As it may be desirable to effect the change
m thb tone of the instrument from its nat-
ural sound or tone to that of a banjo, while
playing a plcce of musie, it is manifest that
by reason of the above mentioned construc-
tion of the enlargement of the attachment,
they will have a tendency to slide off the
upper rounded portions of the hammers in
a direction towards the strings, should they
strike any of the hamnmers when the attach-
ment is bemo lowered.
Hrom the forem)mrr and by reference to

1,589,032

the drawing t will be readily understood
and ]Nt lv en that an essential feature of
the invention is the provision of the blocks
or enlargements 9 on the lower portion of
the flexible pendants or strips & which shall
be of mfﬂment thickness that when inter-

posed between the hammers and strings of
ﬂ‘Su ument and in contact W1th both strlnos
rd hammers, they will block the movement
of the hammers towards the strings and pre-
vent the feet 11 o[ the jacks 12 contact-
g with the heads 13 of the stop members
14 for said feet, ’fhus causing the hammers
to diwell for a while in contact with the en-
largements of the attachment which at this
time are pressed against the strings of the
instrument.

h‘n'm“ thus fully described my invention,
what I claim as new and desire o secure by
LO‘(‘CD“S Patent is—

- 1. A Dbanjo attachment for pianos, com-
smsr & movable support, means for mov-
the same, a flexible pendant secured
thnveuo and an enlargement on the lower
portion of said pemhnt adapted to be inter-
posed by said moving means for its support
Letween a piano stlmn* and a co-operating
hammer therewith of The piano-action, the
said enlargement being of such thickness as
when in its mte"posed position to block the
novement of the hammer towards the string
en said enlargement is struck by the ham-
- and held there by in conhct with the
ing and thus prevent the foot of the jack,
oy }etmo gaid hflmmer contacting with the
St{xp member for said foot.

A banjo attachment for pianos, consist-
ing of a vertically movable support, means
to raise and lower the same a flexible pend-
ant secured thereto 1hd an enlargement on
the lower portion of said penchnt adapted
to be int 1*poseT by said moving means for
its support between a piano qtrmo and a
co-operating hanuner therewith of the piano-
action, the said enlargement having its sur-
tace adjacent the hammer 111c11ned down-
wardly towards said string and being of
such thickness at its upper part as when in
its interposed position to block the move-
ment of the hammer towards the string
when said enlargement is struck by the
hammer and held thereby in contact with
the string and thus prevent the foot of the
jack, operating said hammer, contacting
with the stop member for said foot.
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